
 

BIOGRAPHIES OF FAMOUS LEADERS 
2​nd​ Grade English Language Arts 

 
Read Alouds of Core Texts  
Lessons 1-2  Balloons Over Broadway: The True Story of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade ​by Melissa Sweet 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2391pvhv2I  

Lesson 3  The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus​ by Jen Bryant and Melissa Sweet 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcIJBKkbJNM  

Lessons 4-5  Honda: The Boy Who Dreamed of Cars ​by Mark Weston 
unavailable online 

Lesson 6  A Weed Is a Flower: The Life of George Washington Carver​ by Aliki 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilWXAadJxuI  

Lesson 7  George Washington Carver​ by Cynthia Kennedy Henzel 
https://www.readinga-z.com/books/leveled-books/book/?id=1626&lang=English  

Lessons 10-11  Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the World’s Fastest Woman​ by Kathleen Krull 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSIPYPCi254  

Lesson 12  Malala Yousafzai: Warrior with Words​ by Karen Leggett Abouraya 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HN-IMe-AgMo  

Lesson 13  Barack Obama: Son of Promise, Child of Hope ​by Nikki Grimes 
unavailable online 

Lessons 14-15  Barack Obama​ by R.K. Burrice 
https://www.readinga-z.com/book.php?id=1313  

Lessons 17-18  Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in the Bronx​ by Jonah Winter 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9k36qpQqGh8  

Lessons 19-20  Sonia Joins the Supreme Court ​by Cynthia Kennedy Henzel 
https://www.readinga-z.com/books/leveled-books/book/?id=1366&lang=English  

Lesson 23  Mama Miti​ by Donna Jo Napoli and Kadir Nelson 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zEWEYBrZwtw  

Lesson 24  The Watcher: Jane Goodall's Life with the Chimps​ by Jeanette Winter 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScOBTc-ppXk  

Lesson 25  Jane Goodall​ by Karen Mockler 
https://www.readinga-z.com/books/leveled-books/book/?id=1647&lang=English 
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