


 

 

 

Elementary ELA: Planning a Lesson 

 

The lessons we provide on Match Fishtank are deliberately “skinny”; they are really 

frameworks rather than detailed lesson plans. We provide the main components of the 

lesson but leave the detailed planning for how to teach the lesson to teachers. By 

engaging in the planning process, teachers “own” and internalize the content and also 

adapt it to meet their students needs. To be successful, we encourage teachers to take 

the following steps:  

 

1. Look at the lesson objective, target task, and standards 
To build strong reading skills, teachers need to enter a lesson with a clear vision of 

what they are looking for from their students in terms of content knowledge and 

reading strategies. Together, the lesson objective, the target task and the standards 

encompass what we want students to know at the end of the lesson. The objective is 

the overarching goal of the lesson; the target task is the question students should be 

able to answer at the end of the lesson to demonstrate mastery of the objective, and 

the standards are the Common Core standards relevant to this lesson. 

 

 

2. Read the entire text and materials with the objective, target task, and standards in 

mind 

Reading the entire text through the lens of the target task helps a teacher figure out 

what content and reading strategies are necessary for students to master the target 

task at the end of the lesson. Questions to ask yourself are:  

What key points in the text do the students need to know? 

What do I expect students to annotate for to master the target task? 

 

 

3. Write an exemplar student response to the target task 

This helps provides an understanding of what you want students to achieve by the 

end of the lesson. Writing an exemplar response through the lens of what a student 

can do helps teachers  anticipate misconceptions, guide lesson activities, and 

determine what additional knowledge students will need in order to access the 

content for the day.  

 

 

4. Pick a focus for the lesson 

This is where teachers decide what the lesson looks like to best develop readers. 

Teachers should decide on two things: 

What reading strategies should be reinforced? 

What content needs to be mastered? 

The goal is for students to both master the chosen reading strategies and content at 

the end of the lesson. 
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5. Decide on class structures 
Now, teachers need to decide on what the class structure will actually look like to 

develop readers and achieve the focus chosen in the previous step. Consider the 

structure of three sections of the lesson: launching the text, engaging with the text, 

and analyzing the text. There can be fluidity in the order and time spent on each 

section of the lesson. 

 

● Launching the text: Determine what needs to be included in the text launch to 

set students up to build their background knowledge and understanding of 

the text. We believe text previews should be less than 5 minutes. Things to 

possibly preview include: 

○ Vocabulary: Words that are necessary to access the text 

○ Tricky content: Topics students may not be familiar with but are 

necessary to understand the text 

○ Lesson focus: The focus of the lesson you chose in Step 4 

○ Connections: Connections to previous lessons and unit essential 

questions in that build cohesive content understanding 

 

● Engaging with the text: Determine what structures you will use to meet the 

goal of learning content knowledge and practicing reading strategies. These 

structures should vary depending on the students and text in front of you and 

the goal of the unit. Questions to ask yourself include: 

○ How will the text be consumed? This depends on the demands of the 

text. Instructional strategies used at Match include: interactive 

read-aloud, partner reading, small group instruction, and independent 

reading. 

○ How will key strategies be introduced and/or reinforced? Instructional 

strategies we use at Match include: think aloud, mini lesson, close read, 

turn and talk, stop and jot, and annotation. 

○ Which of the key questions support the lesson focus? 

 

● Analyzing the text: Determine what structures you will use to help students to 

make sense of what they have learned in that lesson and build a deeper 

understanding of the content. 

○ How will information be synthesized? Structures we use at Match 

include: class discussion, extended writing, quick write, debate 

○ How will you close the lesson? 

○ How does today’s lesson connect to larger themes of the unit? 

○ How does today’s lesson prepare students for tomorrow’s lesson? 
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6. Plan for how to give feedback and gather student data 
Student learning is the most important part of a successful lesson. Therefore, it’s 

important to plan ahead on how to meet and respond to the needs of all students 

both during and after the lesson. Questions to ask yourself include: 

How will you circulate to give feedback and check for understanding? What 

will you look for? 

What type of data will you gather during the lesson? Will the Target Task be 

scored? 

Additionally, determine necessary modifications or accommodations to meet the 

needs of ALL learners. 


